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Annual Report of the Librarian 1959 


The effectiveness of a public library is usually judged by 
the quantity of books circulated and the number of reference 
questions asked and answered. It is highly probable that two 
more deceptive criteria could hardly exist. Circulation of a 
book merely means that someone took a book out of the library 
and the transaction was duly recorded. Whether the book was 
read or used to steady the leg of a table we have no real way of 
knowing provided the book is returned in reasonably good con- 
dition. Similarly a reference question may be prompted by 
idle curiosity or may be a vitally needed piece of information 
to the inquirer. Again we have no sure way of knowing. Nor 
is the length of time and effort required to produce an answer a 
much better yardstick of value. A two minute search for a 
statistic for a business man may influence an important policy 
decision where the birth date of an obscure English author pur- 
sued through a score of reference books for a half an hour 
may be only a fraction of a soon forgotten home work assign- 
ment. 

The obvious point is that the evaluation of public library 
service has both a qantitative and a qualitative aspect. Quantity 
for a library means the availability of sufficient numbers of 
books, recordings, films, periodicals, etc. located in places geo- 
graphically accessable to the patrons with enough personnel to 
process the books and serve the patrons. 

Quality means the right books knowledgeably selected 
from all publications, carefully cataloged and located where 
they will be most accessible to the people who need them and 
enough trained, intelligent, enthusiastic personnel to establish 
and promote the contact between the right reader and the right 
book at the right time. 

Quantity of library service is largely a matter of money, 
organization and buildings. Quality also requires money but 
here the payment is for less tangible items. What is needed 
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chiefly to provide high quality library service 1s high quality per- 
sonnel. Quality library service requires from library personnel 
a broad educational background, in itself an expensive item, an 
enduring intellectual curiosity and a real enthusiasm for work- 
ing with people and books. You may judge the effectiveness 
of the Free Public Library during 1959 from the recapitulation 
of the years activities outlined below. 


CIRCULATION AND REFERENCE USE 


Circulation of library materials for 1959 was for books 
534,674, recordings, 4,730 and pictures 41,113. Compared with 
1958 figures there are increases of 73 in recordings and 7410 in 
pictures whereas book circulation shows a loss of 2865 which 
can be accounted for by the closing of West Branch Library 
November 14th. It is interesting to note that circulation of 
adult non-fiction continues to increase while adult fiction de- 
clines. This is particularly true of the Main Library where the 
borrowings are 58% non-fiction. Including the branches and 
bookmobile the percentage is 44% non-fiction, 56% fiction. 
Circulation of children’s books totalled 315,598 of which 114,358 
is from the school deposit collection. 


The significant increase in the circulation of non-fiction 
implies a qualitative improvement in the type of material bor- 
rowed. More books on scientific subjects and the fine arts were 
borrowed than ever before and important increases in literary 
subjects and biography can be noted. 


Turning to the reference use of the Library it is very ob- 
vious even to the casual observer that our facilities are being 
used more and more by high school, college and university 
students. This applies to the branch libraries as well as the 
Main building. The importance of directing this class of library 
user to the right kind of material for his purpose can hardly be 
overestimated since these people will become the most constant 
users of the library even after they complete their education. The 
public library here and in other cities is becoming an increas- 
ingly important adjunct to the school system as more emphasis is 
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placed on the collateral reading and homework that must be 
done by the junior high and high school students. 


NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 


April 12-18 designated as National Library Week was cele- 
brated with attendant newspaper and radio publicity and featured 
a well attended author luncheon at the New Bedford Hotel at 
which Hermann H. Field, author of “Angry Harvest” gave the 
gripping story of his incarceration as a Polish political prisoner. 
The luncheon was sponsored jointly by the New Bedford Free 
Public Library and the Millicent Library of Fairhaven. 

The Library also sponsored a well attended lecture by 
poet-editor Louis Untermeyer at the Keith Junior High School 
Auditorium. 

The Merchants National Bank and the First Safe Deposit 
National Bank cooperated by mailing out with their statement a 
folder detailing the Library’s services. In addition posters and 
other displays were featured in the Main Library, Branches and 
Bookmobile as well as at other public places in the city. The 
considerable amount of public interest that was generated was 
well worth the time, money and effort expended on the project. 


LIBRARY LECTURES 


During August a survey was made by means of a question- 
naire circulated from the Library and a newspaper advertise- 
ment to determine the most popular subjects for a proposed 
series of lectures to be sponsored by the Library during the fall 
and winter season. As a result Daniel Pinkham, noted Boston 
organist and musician, gave a series of four lectures on the 
symphony at the Wilks Branch which was very well attended. 
Planned for 1960 are a series on modern American fiction and 
appreciation of modern art. 


DISPLAYS AND EXHIBITS 


The Reference and Art Departments throughout the year 
collaborated in providing many interesting and timely book 


8 p FREE -PUBLICGEIBRARY 


exhibits at the Main Library. Displays of fine Pairpoint silver 
and Gundersen glass in the third floor exhibit case drew par- 
ticularly favorable attention. 


LIBRARY BUILDINGS 


Construction was begun on the Francis J. Lawler Branch in 
Buttonwood Park early in April and was nearly completed at 
the end of the year. The setting among the many trees com- 
bined with the tan antique brick will make a most attractive 
building. 

The Trustees met at the South Branch Library in Septem- 
ber to inspect the building in view of proposed renovations. It 
is expected that action will be taken in 1960. 


New chairs and a larger speaker’s platform were added to 
the Main Library Lecture Hall. Drapes for the windows are to 
be obtained later to further enhance the looks of the room. 


LIBRARY MATERIALS 


Twelve thousand four hundred and seventy-four books were 
added to the Library’s collection. This is remarkable production 
for one cataloger, four assistants and a helping hand from the 
Children’s Supervisor. In addition 3,464 worn out and obsolete 
books were discarded. The total number of volumes in the 
Library is now 298,113. 


BRANCHES AND BOOKMOBILE 


Wilks Branch Library circulation for 1959 was 86,243 and 
still rising. South Branch circulated 55,307 which for the size 
of the branch building makes it a very busy place. Bookmobile 
circulation continues to rise, 1959 circulation being 58,176. Re- 
quests for more Bookmobile stops at outlying schools may neces- 
sitate operation on a two week rather than the present one 
week schedule. In fact, I would suggest that serious considera- 
tion be given to studying the comparative costs and advantages 
of providing bookmobile service to all elementary schools in 
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place of the present system of schoolroom deposits delivered in 
September and picked up in June. I feel there is no doubt that 
service to the children would be better but material and per- 
sonnel costs and integration with the elementary school pro- 
gram need extensive study before definite recommendations can 
be made. 


In closing, I would like to express my thanks to the Library 
employees and to the Trustees for their interest and coopera- 
tion in pursuing the goal of more and better library service. 
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STATISTICS IN FORM RECOMMENDED BY THE 
AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Name of Library — New Bedford Free Public Library 
City — New Bedford State — Massachusetts 

Name of Librarian — Laurence G. Hill 

Date of Founding — 1852 

Population Served — 109,189 (U. S. Census 1950) 
Government unit served — City of New Bedford 

Terms of use — Free lending. Free reference 


Total number of agencies — 289 
Central Library, 3 Branches, Bookmobile, 284 School 
Classroom Libraries. 


Number of days open during year 309 
Hours open weekly for reading and lending 69 
Hours of service per week required by staff 35 
Library Hours — Main Library 
Monday — Friday 9:00 a.m. — 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday 9:00 a.m. — 6:00: p.m. 


Closed Sundays and Holidays 


BOOK STOCK 
Number of volumes at beginning of year 288,991 
Added by purchase and gift 12,586 
Number of volumes withdrawn 3,464 
Number of volumes at end of year 298,113 


CIRCULATION AND USE 


Number of volumes of adult non-fiction 


lent for home use 93,952 
Number of volumes of adult fiction 
lent for home use 122,905 


Number of books for children 
lent for home use 315,598 


FREE PUBLIC) LIBRARY 


Total number of books 
lent for home use 


Number of pictures loaned 


Number of recordings loaned 


REGISTRATION 


Total number of registered card holders 


Registration period is 3 years 


OPERATING EXPENDITURES 1959 


Salaries and Wages 
Books and Periodicals 
Binding 

Microfilming 
Insurance 

Janitors Supplies 
Printing 

Express 

Telephone 

Heat 

Light 

Stationery and Supplies 
Travel and Transportation 
Rent 

P. O. Box Rent 

Dues 

Building Maintenance 
Equipment Maintenance 
Postage 

Medical Expenses 
Elevator Repair 

All Others 
Bookmobile 

Wilks Branch 

Lawler Branch 

New Equipment 
Advertising 

Display Materials 
Library Lectures 
National Library Week 
Bond coupons not honored 
Bank charges 


Appro- Wilks 
priation Fund 

$130,017.95 $1,000.00 

22,162.33 

1,145.51 

a0 tet 467.75 
1,530.63 
125.56 
485.30 
1,766.35 

11,165.44 107.24 
4,670.76 

2,830.74 122.35 
327-92 
1,540.00 
30.00 
108.00 

265.88 80.68 

148.81 Tock) 
58.10 
42.08 
353.05 

23.00 108.41 

1,637.10 

532.00 

8,825.91 

15507579 

178.50 

5 aoe 

374.55 

999.69 

$145,790.72 $39,496.93 


Other 
Funds 


$12,084.43 
849.18 
282.01 


22.09 


451.60 
45.14 


TLS 


534,674 


Agta 
4,730 


26,487 


Total 


$141,017.95 
34,246.76 
1,994.69 
282.01 
768.90 
155:30.63 
125556 
485.30 
1,766.35 
1,272.68 
4,670.76 
Pete ra Th¥ 
372.92 
,540.00 
30.00 
108.00 
346.56 
221.96 
58.10 
42.08 
353.05 
too 00 
1637.10 
532.00 
8,825.91 
eon O 
178.50 
51997 
374.55 
£29.69 
451.60 
45.14 


— 


$13,734.45 $199,022.10 
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TRUST FUND INCOME 1959 


2 ip 
FUND Balance 

J. B. Congdon $117.63 
G. O. Crocker 442.61 
O. Crocker 158.47 
G. W. Howland, Jr. 167.43 
C. W. Morgan 172 dh 
G2 wood 120555 
S. A. Howland 636.89 
Kempton 2-O.0123 
E. B. Mackie 92.12 
P. Wilcox TO Lea 
hess ilen 139.92 
F. L. Waite 1,292.05 
Ga LY rips 459.40 
Wilks Fund 6.255465 


$13,367.63 


Income 


$15.63 
292-42 
Seo 
50.00 
a1aZ5 
62.50 
1,911.42 
12,283.14 
BLS 
162.50 
5200 
1,166.41 
681.78 

sp Postseee) 


tS 2 Seok 


Expended 


$657.39 
11,845.76 


Spel 
637.81 
588.19 

39,496.93 


$53,231.38 


WILKS FUND INCOME ACCOUNT 1959 


Balance, January 1, 1959 
Income Received 


Expended 
Books and Periodicals 
Bookmobile 
Wilks Branch 
Lawler Branch 
New Equipment 
Binding 
Treasurer's Salary 
Advertising 
Stationery and Supplies 
Heat 
Repair and Renovation 
Equipment Maintenance 
Display Materials 
Insurance 
Library Lectures 
National Library Week 
Safe Deposit Rent 
All other 


Balance, December 31, 1959 


$35,558.35 


22162153 
1,637.10 
532.00 
8,825.91 
1907.79 
1,145.51 
1,000.00 
178.50 
122.55 
107.24 
80.68 
Roa 
S7BO7, 
467.75 
374.55 
bebo ose) 
50.00 
58.41 


$39 496.93 


WILKS FUND PRINCIPAL ACCOUNT 1959 


Cash Balance, January 1, 1959 


Withdrawn from Savings Bank 
Expended for Lawler Branch 


Cash Balance, December 31, 1950 


124,029.60 


$133,500.00 


Balance 


$133.26 
736.73 
189.72 
217.43 
203.36 
183.05 
1,890.92 
3,048.61 
123.37 
864.07 
167.12 
1,820.65 
552.99 
2-317. 0n 


$12,448.35 


$6,255.65 


$2,317.07 


$236.79 


$9,707.19 
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WILKS FUND ASSETS DECEMBER 31, 1959 


Savings Banks 


Boston Five Cents Savings Bank 

Cape Cod Five Cents Savings Bank 
Lynn Institution for Savings 

New Bedford Five Cents Savings Bank 
New Bedford Institution for Savings 
Warren Five Cents Savings Bank 


Co-operative Banks (Paid-up Shares) 
Acushnet Co-operative Bank 
New Bedford Co-operative Bank 
Quincy Co-operative Bank 


Book 

BONDS Value 
25 Alabama Power Co. ‘ 

3% 1972 $26,141.85 
25 ‘Allied Chemical & Dye Corp. 

314 1978 26,474.69 
25 ‘Aluminum Co. of America 

31% 1964 25,625.00 
50 Amer. Tel. & Tel. Co. 

234 1971 49,257.85 
50 American Tobacco Co. 

3 1962 50,875.00 


25 Central Maine Power Co. 


3% 1986 24,312.50 
25 Consolidated Edison Co. of N. Y. 

35% 1986 24,756.25 
25 Consumers Power Co. 

43, 1987 26,187.50 
25 Delaware & Hudson Co. 

4 1963 25 9/5020.0 
25 General Electric Co. 

3% 1976 25,562.00 
50 General Motors Corp. 

3% 1979 51,967.95 
25 Houston Lighting & Power Co. 

3%, 1986 24,506.75 
10 Lake Superior District Power Co. 

234, 1980 9,326.85 
25 Missouri Pacific Railroad 

352 1970 25,000.00 
25 Mountain State Tel. & Tel. Co. 

3% 1990 23,750.00 


$20,000.00 


25,000.00 
15,000.00 
IB to A bo 
7,000.00 
7,500.00 


8,000.00 
8,000.00 
8,000.00 


Market 
Value 


$21,125.00 
22,000.00 
24,125.00 
46,500.00 
47,875.00 
21,000.00 
2d; 25200 
24,375.00 
24,375.00 
22,843.75 
43,375.00 
19,000.00 
7,100.00 
21,250.00 


19,500.00 
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50 N. EB, Teltte Tel iGo: 


4Y, 1961 

25 New Orleans Public Service, Inc. 
3V, 1974 

25. Niagara Mohawk Power Corp. 
35g 1986 

25 Northern Pacific Railway Corp. 

1997 

25 Public Service Co. of Indiana 
31% 1975 

25 Southern California Edison Co. 
3% 1978 

10 Southern Placific Co. 
4, 1970 

25. Standard Oil of California 
434, 1983 

25 Texas Corporation 
3 1965 

25 Wester Maryland Railway 
31% 1979 


BANK AND INSURANCE STOCK 
First Penn. Banking & Trust Co. 
400 shares 


Phoenix Insurance Co. 
200 shares 


Springfield Fire & Marine Ins. Co. 
40 preferred shares 
571 common shares 


Savings Banks 
Co-operative Banks 

Bonds 

Bank and Insurance Stocks 


59;07 9.00 
24,810.00 
24,413.00 
27,750.00 
2555.1 900 
25,942.35 

9,901.63 
26,030.25 
2), 2o0e29 


24,875.00 


Book 
Value 


$20,210.04 


18,651.08 


SILO37 ols 


24,000.00 


707,341.67 


62,099.51 


$903,512.31 


49,625.00 
20,000.00 
20,500.00 
20,781.25 
21,500.00 
21,687.50 


9,100.00 


Market 
Value 


$20,800.00 


16,400.00 


4,400.00 
17,701.00 


Market 
Value 


$110,371.13 


24,000.00 
595,506.25 
59,301.00 


$789,178.38 
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